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Come To Me
Carmen Ratti d featuring Jill Dineen

Once again, Kid Andersen's Greaseland Studio in San Jose acts as an
ingenious instantaneous water heater for the music of an exciting and
talented troupe. What is produced in Greaseland has hand and foot, is
excellently recorded in terms of sound and always seems inspired. This
is also the case with "Come To Me", the second album by the Carmen
Ratti Band from northern California.

Since its founding in 2018, this formation has been a force to be reckoned with in the Bay era
with its roots rock soaked in contemporary rhythm'n'blues. Led by Jill Dineen's sensual voice
that gets under your skin, paired with the lyrical, varied guitar playing of bandleader Carmen
Ratti and — especially noteworthy: the brilliant songwriting of the two — the five musicians
develop a consistently captivating atmosphere on "Come To Me".

The highlights are many. The ballad-like "Blessing In The Blues", for example, shows Jill
Dineen in top form. The singer expressively proves her considerable vocal range over several
octaves in the steady rocking opener "Delusion". Carmen Ratti's soulful guitar skills, on the other
hand, are particularly impressive in the instrumental "Riley", which is obviously dedicated to
B.B. King, as well as in the sizzling title track "Come To Me", which appears twice on the album
in a short and a long version. Finally, we don't want to forget to pay tribute to Tony Lufrano's
keyboard work, which is as accomplished as it is powerful, whether as an accompaniment or as a
soloist.

The Carmen Ratti Band feat. Jill Dineen is a veritable discovery.

Jill Dineen (voc), Carmen Ratti (g, voc), Steve Hazlewood (b), Randy Hayes (dr), Tony Lufrano
(org, p, b-voc) plus Lisa Leuschner Andersen (b-voc)

(CD, DL, www.momojorecords.com)

- Marco Piazzalonga



