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“Variety is central to our library,” says guitarist and vocalist Carmen Ratti. “This
record mirrors the roots of blues while incorporating soul, gospel, rock blues
and funk. These textures honor our influences and show up in many different
ways throughout the album.”

One standout moment is the gospel-tinged “Blessing in the Blues,” co-written
with Jill Dineen. “It perfectly showcases Jill's vocal strength,” Ratti notes. “The
final version came across beautifully in Kid’s hands.”

Here is a band most definitely worthy of your attention: a
group recently signed to the prestigious MoMojo records label, whose
extraordinary chemistry fuses with a distinctive sound all their own. Their high-
energy sound fuses the spirit of traditional blues with a fresh, contemporary
edge, blending soul, gospel, funk, and modern blues grit. Their shared
musical vision sets them apart from so many others, with powerful passion
and enormous enthusiasm driving a shared collaborative spirit. Each member
contributes their unique voice, ensuring that their music remains fresh and
authentic. The Carmen Raitt Band - featuring powerhouse vocalist Jill
Dineen—has a deep understanding of each other's strengths, personal tastes
and experiences creating a rich tapestry of ideas. Each member feels valued
for their unique contributions. They aren't afraid to blend and bend genres,
creating a sound that is unmistakably the band's very own.

Formed in Northern California's Bay Area in 2018, the band
originated from guitarist Carmen Raitt's vision to unite some of the Bay Area's
finest musicians and create original music that is both authentic and distinct.
These like-minded veterans - and the raw, soul-drenched vocals led by Jill
Dineen - have been captivating audiences ever since with a groove that grabs
them from the first note. Their 2021 debut, "The Road Back," introduced
audiences to their powerful chemistry and earned praise for its authenticity


https://www.carmenrattiband.com/
https://www.momojorecords.com/

and musicianship. Produced by the extraordinary Kid Andersen at the
legendary Greaseland Studios in San Jose, California, the album captures the
soul of the music—an emotional authenticity reflecting the artistic integrity and
collaborative spirit of everyone involved. The Carmen Raitt Band featuring Jill
Dineen won the 2023 Golden Gate Blues Society International Blues
Challenge and advanced to Memphis in January 2024.

"Come to Me"—once again featuring the remarkable Kid
Andersen behind the boards—and the band recently signed to the prestigious
MoMojo records label. Here we are gifted with 11 exceptional originals, all
written or co-written by Carmen Ratti or vocalist Jill Dineen. This is one
musical collective that doesn't back off from daring to be different,
adventurous, and kicking the status quo straight in the ass. You have the
passion-fueled grooves of old school R&B, straight-ahead blues, Memphis
soul, fiery blues-rock, and poignant gospel. Just check out the wonderfully
eclectic instrumental "Uncle Joe" where the melding of blues, funk, soul, and
R&B comes together imaginatively and inventively.

"Blessing in the Blues" is pure gospel-soul straight out of
Muscle Shoals, IS @ gospel-tinged showcase with a bit of New
Orleans flavor that perfectly showcases Jill's enthralling

vocals , while "Coming Down" takes us up the road to 926 East
McLemore Avenue in Memphis, the iconic home of Stax Records. Check out
Tony "Macroni" Lufrano drenching the Hammond keys in sweaty soul and
Carmen's magnificent swirling guitar solos on this track.

"No Delusions" is totally wild; Carmen unleashes some
pulsating fretwork, and the rhythm section pumps out a sweat-inducing
workout - Tony Lufrano on keys and Steve Hazelwood's pulsating bass
grooves- all alongside Jill Dineen's captivating vocals. "Get in Line" is simply
amazing—a wonderfully addictive sonic buffet overflowing with musical tidbits
that all come together perffectly. Tony Lufrano's B3, Carmen's imaginative
fretwork, Jill Deen's flavorful vocals, Steve Hazelwood on bass, and Randy
Hayes on drums are all distinctly heard in the mix, giving a deserving spotlight
to a track that wraps itself around blues-driven swamp-rock with an R n' B
chaser."Come to Me" is absolutely mesmerizing , featuring some of
Carmen's most inspired and soul-stirring guitar work front and center, Jill
Dineen's smoldering and sensuous vocals, heaven-sent backing vocals from
Lisa Andersen, and Lufrano's keyboard work is absolute magic—the perfect
accent to a remarkable track. "Come to Me" includes an Extended Version
that gives everyone's unflagging energy even more room to roam.



"Come to Me" showcases Carmen's jaw-dropping fretwork; his chameleon-
like ability to pull all sorts of sounds from his fingertips is simply

amazing. "Pretty Good Man" is low-down, mid-tempo blues which gives this
impressive outfit plenty of room to move around, and Jill's vocals are once
more, simply, spectacular. Instrumental "Riley" pays tribute to B.B. King,
echoing "The Thrill Is Gone." It shows a real passion for the blues while
remaining adventurous enough to pave a new way forward."About

You" features Carmen on vocals this time around, accompanied by his
blazing fretwork, switching grooves, and moving ferociously into a more blue-
rock groove."Coming Down" lets loose, giving the band plenty of room to
stretch out and show their stuff.

"Come To Me" delivers a band with combustible passion, inventive
musicianship, remarkable chemistry, and a vocalist whose versatility,
charisma, and performance artistry is simply unforgettable. Great band drives
the music forward with a steady pulse, a beating heartbeat; everyone is
perfectly in sync, interpreting every song as it resonates with them
personally. The Carmen Raitt Band-featuring Jill Dineen are a band to keep
an eye on,determined to push music towards new possibilities. Their latest
album is a salute to years of tireless dedication to the music scene,and a toast
to boundless creativity. Really terrific album that | can't stop playing over and
over again from start to finish. A remarkable collection from a band that will
continue to surprise and entertain us far into the future.

Let’s hear it for the band.....

* Carmen Ratti - Guitar and vocals - Carmen Ratti | CarmenRattiBand

* Bassist Steve Hazelwood - Steve Hazlewood | CarmenRattiBand

* Randy Hayes - Drums - Randy Hayes | CarmenRattiBand

* Tony "Macaroni" Lufrano - Keys - Tony Lufrano | CarmenRattiBand

* Jill Dineen - Vocals - Jill Dineen | CarmenRattiBand
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